248.   LETTER TO K. T. PAUD

[On or after March 29, 1924]*

Do come on Tuesday.   If, in the midst of other friends, I can
spare the time, I shall do so.    Otherwise you should come again
on Thursday.    You should take your meal here.3
From a photostat: S. N. 8628

249.   SPEECH AT JUHU*
[Before March 30, 1924]
How can you account for cases of pneumonia and other diseases
in this beautiful spot where there is no shortage of houses, where
light and air are unlimited and where you seek escape from the
squalor and congestion of Bombay? I simply cannot understand
this. Rather than that I, an invalid myself, should reproach you
for this, I think I should try to explain to you that it is we ourselves
who are responsible for these conditions. I look upon mosquitoes,
fleas, flies and other agents which spread disease, as correctives
provided for us by Nature. Were it not for them, would we ever
wake up? Living here, I can add to the filth to any extent I
choose to. I can also generate any number of flies, fleas and mos-
quitoes. But, as you see, I do nothing of the kind. On the day I
1 K. T. Paul, a friend of G. F. Andrews, was connected with the Federa-
tion of National Youth Associations at Calcutta.    In a letter of February 11,
he had wished to meet Gandhiji for "a quiet and   unhurried   conference".
Gandhiji appears to have written to Paul on March 1 saying that he had fore-
stalled him in regard to a method of dealing with the intercommunal problem*
This letter, however, is not available.
2 On M^rch 23, Paul wrote back, stating at length his faith in Christ's
rich, human personality.    In his letter dated March 29 to Devdas Gandhi, on
the back of which this reply was scribbled, Paul had expressed a desire to see
Gandhiji on April 1.
3 The letter has, in the end, the following note in GandhijTs hand : "Dr.
Kitchlew can take and have the letter delivered."
4 This speech, reported by Mahadev Desai in Navajivan, 31-3-1924, was
made before a small gathering of teachers, members of the Managing Com-
mittee and guardians of the pupils of the National School at Vile Parle, near
Juhu. Orthodox guardians did not like the teachers' idea of admitting children
of Harijans.